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BULLETIN EVENTS ROUND-UP

Down memory lane
With lockdown putting TG’s national events on hold, we asked seven past National 
Chairmen about some standout occasions during their terms of office

JEAN ELLERTON JP  
(1986-1989)
Do you remember 
Operation Dhaka? TG took 

up the challenge to raise £750,000 
to build a children’s nutrition unit 
in Bangladesh for the Save the 
Children Fund (SCF) – and with their 
usual flair and ingenuity, members 
ended up raising over £1m. So, in 
March 1987, I went out to Dhaka with 
SCF’s UK Chairman for the ceremony 
to lay the foundation stone – which 
we collected from beneath the 
mosque where the stonemason 
worked. At the ceremony I spoke 
about Townswomen’s Guilds before 
President Ershad of Bangladesh 
laid the stone, expressing his 
gratitude to both the SCF and TG 
for caring about the children of his 
country. All in all we spent 10 days in 
Bangladesh, including a trip to see 
the work of SCF in Khulna, about 
150 miles south of Dhaka. We went 
by boat – an elderly paddle steamer 
called The Rocket, what a misnomer! 
– a journey of some 30 hours down 
the Ganges delta.

 IRIS SHANAHAN MBE, JP 
(1995-1998)
Many of my memories are 
to do with embarrassing 

moments, such as at my second 
National Council Meeting in 
the Royal Albert Hall. We were 
welcomed by Lord Mayor of London 
Mary Donaldson – the first woman 
to hold the post. She was highly 
educated and involved in a lot of 
projects to do with the arts, so I 
introduced her as a true Renaissance 
woman, which fitted exactly. The 
vote of thanks to her was to be given 
by Professor Lalage Brown, a much-
loved Honorary Vice President of 
TG. I had to give a brief introduction 

their recent purchases of new 
Rolls-Royces (as we would discuss 
a purchase from M&S) and 
entertaining us with stories about 
other guests!

The evening concluded with Drill 
by the Queen’s Colour Squadron 
– interesting having guns pointed 
at you at short range, presumably 
they weren’t loaded. And the Sunset 
Ceremony – ‘Taps’ with the lights 
going down – was very moving.

 SUE SMITH OBE  
(2007-2010)
Many memorable incidents 
have happened during the 

hours spent travelling back from TG 

for her and, thinking that I mustn’t 
repeat myself, heard myself 
welcoming her to the microphone 
as ‘a well-rounded woman’ – which, 
unfortunately, she was. The Albert 
Hall erupted in laughter and Lalage 
gave me a smack on my bottom 
as she made her way to the mike. 
Fortunately, we were very good 
friends and had a good giggle later, 
but at the time I wished that the 
floor had opened under my feet!

 MAGGIE CHILTON MBE 
(2001-2004)
The Lord Mayor and Lady 
Mayoress of Westminster 

invited my husband, Alan, and me  

to a Civic Reception and Dinner. 
What a splendid occasion, probably 
the most glittering event I have  
ever attended – but I lead a very 
sheltered life! 

Two gun carriages of the Royal 
Horse Artillery flanked the entrance 
to the building and a guard of 
honour provided by the Queen’s 
Colour Squadron of the RAF led us 
into the Dining Hall. The Great Hall is 
a splendid medieval building – high 
ceilings, wood panelling, painted 
escutcheons and, just behind my 
seat, a Holbein.

Our dinner companions were 
fascinating. I was sitting between 
two millionaires, chatting about 

Holidays. In France, for example, our 
coach developed a problem and we 
were forced to stop in a lay-by. When 
boarding the coach, the French 
mechanics were very surprised to 
see ‘recycled teenagers’ laughing 
and enjoying themselves. A Union 
Jack was planted in the grass as a 
memento for the assistance received. 

Hotels played their part too. 
Being trapped in a full lift between 
floors is not to be recommended, 
and expecting a nice fireman to 
come to our rescue, we were rather 
disappointed when it was an elderly 
caretaker instead. 

Possibly my most memorable 
occasion, though, was being 

presented with my OBE by the 
Queen in recognition of my work 
with our organisation nationally. All 
memories, though, are part of over 
46 years with friends and staff of TG. 
Now, my hope is that Townswomen 
will be able to meet up at various 
events in the future and rekindle  
our friendships.

 PAULINE MYERS  
(2010-2013)
Where does one start 
when asked to produce a 

report upon the three years spent 
as National Chairman of TG? There 
were so many highlights, but one 
occasion in particular holds  
special memories. 

At our 2011 AGM, I suggested 
that the following year, as it was to 
be the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, 
everyone should arrive wearing red, 
white and blue. Many of you began 
planning your colour schemes, if not 
the entire outfit, on the way home 
that very afternoon, and as the year 
progressed, I heard snippets of news 
about a huge variety of potential 
headgear and dresses, but nothing 
prepared me for the view on the 
appointed day.

The entire area was a sea of red, 
white and blue. I couldn’t believe 
how magnificently you had 
accepted the challenge, worked so 
hard upon your outfits and travelled 
to Birmingham from all parts of the 
UK on public transport, wearing so 
many beautifully crafted hats of all 
sizes and descriptions. How proud I 
was of you all, and how wonderful it 
was to greet so many of you, sharing 
our joint pride in our organisation 
and our country.

TG members rose 
to Pauline Myers’ 

challenge to wear 
red, white and blue 

at the 2011 AGM

TG Holidays 
provided many 

highlights for  
Sue Smith during 

her time as 
National Chairman 


